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Vitsa, 2013
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Understanding the biocultural
value of Zagori and Konitsa sacred
groves

TREES; FORESTS AND PEOPLE
IN ANCIENT AND MODERN GREECE

Terdpm 13 @cfpouvapiov 2013 | kpe 18:30

Lopyrvwea:

- ipo lavvivesy, Tpips Baloyuse Egeppayior & Tervolayua - E—-’—’—*—l - €
Sgrmahoywe veioges Kacgurauy Enssdur s o n

B’ Epapeis Rpsigeapauv ke Ksowiny Aptsasing




ECSLAND PROJECT

European Culture expressed in Sacred LANDscapes

g g~ __Konitsa, Aoo

=

s

a2
B s i

s river 2014

In Anthropology

Ethnography and

KONITSA®

- Comparative Folklore
Summerochool & ' i

of the Balkans

; g

Konitsa, Greece, 23/7 - 8/8 2014

.onitsa

n ¢ natironal

Summer School
2014

FIIEILIDIWIOIRIK] >

MECOURES
SEMINARS

N EBOEEEE .
AILBIAINEALS]
E.U. QEQEENE
s moszoema NUISIHE &
g o g ICJUILITIUIRIAJL
Protessor
Stathis Gourgouris EIVIEINITISI
?}. i ThePBorderC rosasingsNetwork 0. NP e LAt TOBSIGS IOt Ot
BeN f|www.border-crossings.ou [l S0 | e nemeeRimen
5 W
. n




ECSLAND PROJECT

European Culture expressed in Sacred LANDscapes

‘ 7 .
r g Avoin
A anonwovm
¥ M. rorioro

.
oy

Konltsa 20154

~'-'0~J-



ECSLAND PROJECT

European Culture expressed in Sacred LANDscapes

Searchmg for a story much
older'than locals could tell N
or. remember, the sto‘rgthat
_trees and plants could tell.

w. And Oliver Rackham ‘A{gs

E the oné‘to listen. .
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Sacred forests should not be thought of as W|Iderness or V|rg|n forests’ untouched by
human |ntervent|on \ N

L Lo L. .—‘
- ) A '
—

gL e -

e Sacred forests were established by specific church ceremonies

* Banned activities normally included felling timber, woodcutting, and sometimes grazing, on
pain of death or other temporal or spiritual penalty

* They were expected to protect the village from events happening above: badland erosion,
breakaways, avalanches etc, or to protect the village water supply
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» Sacred forests are extremely varied in structure and composition, from forest to savanna
and from nearly pure pine to pure oak or beech

» Sacred forests are now often inconspicuous in the landscape, hidden among vegetation
regeneration because of land abandonment
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The sacred forests of Epirus are among the V\fOF‘|d 'S oIdest protected areas: some
of them have'been protected for nearly tW|ee -as long as¥ellowstone NatlonaJ

Park (United States) or Epping Forest (England)
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Sacred forests seem to be little known
outside their immediate communities.
Their prohibitions are still active, but
gradually fade as communities decline and
disperse.

For that reason we have proposed them
to be included in the Intangible Cultural
Heritage list (UNESCO, Greece) as
successful exemplars of locally adapted
conservation systems.
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